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About “On the Way to the Sawmill (A Hikikomori’s Space)”
A raw and emotional dramatization of adolescent alienation. Contains graphic 
language and themes of suicide, sex and violence. Not suitable for children.

“On the Way to the Sawmill” is sponsored by Theatre Arts and Modern 
Languages and Cultures.

Resources
24-hour Crisis Hotline: 1-877-334-2887

Suicide Prevention Action Network of Idaho: http://www.spanidaho.org

Latah Alliance on Mental Illness: http://lami-idaho.org/

Recovery Idaho: Recovery Idaho @gmail.com   

National Alliance on Mental Illness: http://www.nami.org/

Mental Health America: http://www.nmha.org/

National Mental Health Consumers Self-Help Clearinghouse: http://mhselfhelp.org/

National Coalition for Mental Health recovery: http://www.nemhr.org/

Alternatives to Violence on the Palouse (Pullman) 1-509-332-HELP (4357)

Alternatives to Violence on the Palouse (Moscow) 1-208-883-HELP (4357)
  

Quick Tips for Students to Manage Mental Health

If you have concerns about your study habits, ability to take tests or how to manage coursework, talk 
to a counselor, find academic assistance or talk with your advisor.

Stay active. Regular physical activity can improve your mood, relieve depression and increase feelings 
of well-being. Visit Campus Recreation, offering wellness classes and personal training, to help you 
get started.

Develop a support network of friends. Campus and extracurricular activities such as intramurals at the 
Student Recreation Center, joining a student club or attending campus events is a great way to meet 
new people.

Visit the Student Health Clinic, and discuss concerns with a health professional. If the health profes-
sional advises treatment, follow instructions. Watch for side effects, and attend follow-up appoint-
ments to assess improvement.

If you or someone you know is considering suicide, contact the Counseling & Testing Center  at 
Phone: 208-885-6716 or email: ctc@uidaho.edu or the Student Health Clinic at 208-885-6693. If you 
aren’t comfortable talking to someone on campus, call the suicide hotline at 800-273-8255.



MICHAEL ROSGEN  is a senior student in the U of I English program.

JACQUELINE TAKAGI is a 22-year-old artist and sophomore from 
Boise. She is pursuing a major in advertising and a minor in art.

DANIELLE COLEMAN was born and raised in Boise. Danielle is a 
sophomore studying International Studies and Spanish.

THEATER INFORMATION
Coming and Going
As a courtesy to all audience members and for the safety of our actors, patrons who leave their seats 
during performance will be readmitted at the discretion of house manager during a suitable interval. 

Reuse & Recycle
We encourage you to recycle your program for use by other patrons. Look for our collection sites in 
the lobby or ask an usher for assistance.

Please Be On Time
Our performances begin promptly. Please allow ample time to park and arrive at the theater. In 
consideration of all patrons, latecomers will be seated at the discretion of the house manager during 
suitable intervals. Latecomers cannot be guaranteed seating; we do not issue refunds.

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

In Japan, hikikomori are reclusive adolescents or adults who withdraw from so-
ciety, isolated and confined in their bedrooms. Sometimes 

for years.
This is a hikikomori’s space. We observe what he is watch-
ing... desperate people obsessed with their desire of re-
venge, collapsed by abandonment, unable to look forward, 
most of them with the recurrent idea of suicide. 
Surprised by themselves, they try to translate their impulses, 
to understand them, but they keep on suffering, they keep 
on killing... 
This play is a reflection of how violence generates violence. The dark side of 
humanity. This hikikomori is just like us... someone wishing to exist, looking for 
hope; the metaphor of loneliness.

Marco Magoa

WRITER’S BIOS

Sawmill Cast and Crew
Front row, left to right: Marco Magoa, Kendra Phillips, Noah Wetzel, Jessica Shehan, Joseph Winder, 
and Andrew Yoder.

Back row: Katy Sonas, Erin Henkhaus, Laurel Forsburg, Caroline Frias, Suleyma Alamillo, Caleb 
Ryan, Colleen Whitman, Stephen Best, Valerie Denton, Chase Stewart, Cesar Reyes, Rhys Colson.

photo: Laura-Ann Dittel

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Tonight’s performance is made possible in part through funding 
by the University of Idaho’s Fine Arts Fee Grant.

I am deeply honored for this second invitation by the Department of Theatre Arts and the 
Department of Modern Languages and Cultures. I want to especially thank Ann Hoste and 
Rachel Halverson for putting their best energy, interest and kindness into making it happen 
and Kelly O’Neill, Monica Pine, Kelly Quinnett, Robert Caisley, David Lee-Painter, Marta 
Boris and all the wonderful people that make up these two unique departments. Thanks to 
Rubén Arias and Ani Alcocer and the incredible group of artists, technicians and production 
team, thanks for sharing your talent with me. Katie Sonas and Cesar Reyes: thanks for be-
ing there all the time. And many thanks to Chian-ann Lu, Jesse Dreikosen, Erin Henkhaus, 
Caroline Frias and Ginger Sorensen. It is now my turn to give back all these lessons and 
love that I’ve received from you all, sharing it with other young artists around the world. 
Marco Magoa



A NOTE FROM THE CHAIRS

Theatre has the power to entertain and to enlighten, and the 
works of international performance artist Marco Magoa do just 
that. Magoa’s unique brand of storytelling resonates on a per-
sonal level and connects audiences to our larger world. Above 
all, Magoa is an actor and playwright who has used his craft to 
give voice to the unheard. 

On his second visit to the University of Idaho as a guest of 
the College of Letters, Arts and Social Sciences, Magoa has 
worked with students in the Departments of Modern Languages 
and Cultures and Theatre Arts to present this evening’s perfor-
mance.

Students in Modern Languages and Cultures worked with Ma-
goa to express issues dealt with in the script in the languages 
they are studying. Several of the texts the students have written 
are included in “Sawmill.” Theatre Arts students met as a pro-
duction team and rehearsed with Magoa and perform alongside 
him tonight.  

This production confronts issues that young people face in our communities on the Palouse. 
By interweaving the words and languages of our students with those in Magoa’s script, this 
evening’s performance to help us break the wall of silence surrounding suicide, sex, and 
violence.

Ann Hoste, Chair, Theatre Arts
Rachel Halverson, Chair, Modern Languages and Cultures

CAST BIOS

SULEYMA ALAMILLO is a BFA performance major from Rupert. She is thankful to 
be part of this amazing project and to work with Marco.

STEPHEN BEST is a second-year student from Caldwell, pursuing a BA in Theatre 
Arts with an emphasis in performance.

RHYS COLSON is a junior at U of I, pursuing a BFA in Theatre Arts. He’s from Van-
couver, WA and thanks Alexa, family, friends and faculty.

VALERIE DENTON, a sophomore BFA student in Theatre Design and Technology, is 
from Meridian, Idaho, and obsessed with everything Disney.

LAUREL JOY FORSBERG is a first-year Theatre Arts MFA candidate at U of I and 
production manager at PCT. She’s a mother of four from Chicagoland.

KENDRA PHILLIPS is from Seattle, Washington. She is in her first year pursuing an 
MFA in dramatic writing.

CESAR REYES is a third-year MFA candidate from California. He appeared most 
recently in “Up Chimacum Creek” and “A Midwinter Night’s Dream.”

CALEB RYAN is a senior BFA performance major from Denver, Colorado. He thanks 
his friends and family for their support.

JESSICA SHEHAN is a theatre major from Coeur d’Alene. She recently won the 
National Stage Directors and Choreographers Society Directing Fellowship Award 
through the Kennedy Center Amercian College Theatre Festival.

CHASE (TIMOTHY) STUART is from Johnstown, PA, and is a U of I senior pursuing 
a Bachelor of General Studies. He appeared in “A Midwinter Night’s Dream.”

COLLEEN WHITMAN is from Post Falls, Idaho. She is a second year Theatre Arts 
student pursuing her BFA in Performance.

NOAH WETZEL is a second-year student from Driggs, pursuing a degree in theater 
and education.

JOSEPH WINDER is a third-year BFA performance major, originally from England. 
He is excited to be a part of this production. 

ANDREW YODER is a second-year Theatre Arts student from Boise. He recently won 
the National Award for Excellence in Sound Design and an internship with the Stage-
craft Institute of Las Vegas.
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ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT AND DIRECTOR

Marco Magoa is an international playwright, actor and director who has worked 
extensively abroad. 
Marco studied drama at the Instituto del Teatro y las Artes Escenicas de Asturias 
and has performed with several Spanish theatre companies including Compania 
Lirica Nacional and Compania Lope de Vega. He has directed over two dozen 
plays in Spanish, English, Portuguese and Arabic around the world with perfor-
mances in Cairo, London and New York. 
In 2017 at the University of Idaho, he performed Mare Nostrum, Finis Somnia 
Vesra, his one-man show about a Syrian refugee who takes to the sea to escape 
war, persecution and death.Follow Us! facebook.com/uitheatre/

www.uitheatre.com

Join our email list! Call us at 208-885-6465 or 
email us at theatre@uidaho.edu



RUN CREW
Light Board Operator..........................................STEPHANIE LUTZ
Sound Board Operator.......................................ABE FOSTER 
House Manager..................................................KELLY O’NEILL
Box Office Manager............................................MONICA PINE

On the Way to the Sawmill {A Hikikomori’s Space} written & directed by Marco Magoa
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        *Work on “SAWMILL” helps fulfill degree requirements for MFA candidates.

CAST (In order of appearance):
Hikikomori...........................................................RHYS COLSON

Act I 
(No one).............................................................MARCO MAGOA
                                                                           JOSEPH WINDER                                                                              
                                                                           CESAR REYES*

Voice...................................................................LAUREL JOY FORSBERG

Act II 
Joy......................................................................KENDRA PHILLIPS*
                                                               LAUREL JOY FORSBERG*
                                                               JESSICA SHEHAN                                                                   
                                                                TIMOTHY STUART

Act III 
David: The new prophet....................................CALEB RYAN
                                                          VALERIE DENTON

                                               STEPHEN BEST
                                  NOAH WETZEL

Act IV: Requiem
Farmer One........................................................COLLEEN WHITMAN
Cow....................................................................SULEYMA ALAMILLO                                                       
Farmer Two........................................................ANDREW YODER        
Farmer Two’s Sister............................................VALERIE DENTON

Off-Stage Voices.................................................ANN HOSTE
                                                                RACHEL HALVERSON                                                                                
                CHIAN-ANN LU 
                                                                            ANNE PERRIGUEY                          
                                                                            CESAR REYES* 
                                                                            MARCO MAGOA

  

ARTISTIC TEAM
Playwright & Director.................................................MARCO MAGOA

The texts of the voices between the four acts 
and the hikikomori’s interjections during the 
play were written by students in Mr. Magoa’s 
Creative Writing class in the Department of 
Modern Languages and Cultures

Stage Manager..........................................................KATIE SONAS
Music Composer.......................................................NAIRUZ AL-AJLOUNI 
(Sawmill, Fire and Requiem.) soundcloud.com/thebedroompractice
Scenic Designer & Props..........................................ERIN HENKHAUS
Costume Designer....................................................CAROLINE FRIAS*
Lighting Designer .....................................................CHIAN-ANN LU
Sound Designer........................................................CESAR REYES*
Assistant Stage Manager..........................................EZRA DOLEZAL
Assistant Lighting Designer.......................................STEPHANIE LUTZ

Script Editing.............................................................JOHN WARE
                      KENDRA PHILLIPS*
                                                                                  VINATI RAMCHANDANI

PRODUCTION CREW
Master Electrican......................................................KENDRA PHILLIPS*
Scenic Charge Artists...............................................HANAH TOYODA*
                                                                                  CECIL MILLIKEN

Costume Shop Director.............................................GINGER SORENSEN
Faculty Advisor..........................................................JESSE DREIKOSEN
Poster Photo.............................................................RUBÉN ARIAS
Graphic Designer..................................................... CHASE STUART

More information about Marco Magoa’s work at: marcomagoa.com

DANIELLE COLEMAN
KENDRA PHILLIPS*
MICHAEL ROSGEN
JACQUELINE TAKAGI
JOSEPH WINDER

..............................

  *Work on “SAWMILL” helps fulfill degree requirements for MFA candidates.


